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President's Message 
 
Oh, January! A poverty of snow, a surplus of 
drear. Wherever can we find some cheer? 
How about at our Winter General Meeting? 
Branch member and Alexander Technique  
practitioner Alison Taylor had us doing silly 
walks (not exactly of the Monty Python sort) 
with the serious purpose of considering how 
we move, our mental intentions and conse-
quent physical actions. And we had fun! I 
suppose “branch meeting” does sound like 
dry business but I have to say that every 
branch meeting I go to, executive or general, 
is infused with laughter. And laughter is just 
the sort of bright light we need in the dark-
ness of winter.  Another reason to be joyful: 
we have a new Branch Treasurer! Our gra-
cious volunteer, Sheila Miller, was heralded in 
with a standing ovation at the Winter GM.   
I am happy to be connected with all of you 
wonderful people. We must not underesti-
mate what a vital part of the musical land-
scape are registered music teachers associa-
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the city. 

tions.  Together, we provide education, 
excellence, scholarships and support for 
our students and teachers. But also com-
munity, connection, and silliness.  We are 
big and diverse and, perhaps unofficially, 
The Best Branch in ORMTA.  (Will I get in 
trouble for saying that?) 
Yes, it’s been a great start to 2016. And, 
even better, there’s more to come.   
   All the best, 

 
   Avila Lotoski 
 

 

 

FRONT ROW, L to R: 
Hannah Greiner, Liz 
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Taylor. 
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Pegah Yazdani, Liz 
Craig, Alice Dearden, 
Susan Hamblin-
Dennis, Jeanette 
Roberts; Maziar 
Heidari, guest Erika 
Yost, Louise Chocla, 
Karen Broadhurst, 
Alexandra Weiss 

 

 



 
 
 

On October the 4th, Marjorie Francoz graciously hosted the 
Central Toronto Branch Fall General Meeting in her home. 
In addition to the business at hand, the meeting provided a 
wonderful opportunity to connect with members after our 
Summer break.   
 
David Story was our clinician for the afternoon. He gave a 
very informative presentation on improvisation. What was 
really fascinating was that his focus was outside of just the 
Jazz realm and he covered a variety of genres from Baroque 
to Pop. He had some excellent insight into ways of making 
repeats of more value to performers and audience mem-
bers.  His student-centric "out of the box" approach was 
thought provoking and perfectly timed for a new teaching 
year. 
 
David provided links some useful reference material: Im-
provisation Games for Classical Musicians by Jeffrey Agrell, 
and two other books entitled An Introduction to the Key-
board Music by Willard Palmer and Margery Halford. 
 
In addition to discussion he had members participate and 
this led to a lively and interactive afternoon. We even 
played some Taylor Swift. 

Upcoming Events! 

 April 
Sunday, April 3rd - Teachers in Concert - The Music Gallery, 197 John St, Toronto, ON 
Sat. & Sun. April 9th & 10th - Spring Scholarship Auditions -  Glenview Presbyterian Church, 1 Glenview Ave. Toronto  
Sunday, April 24th - Spring Scholarship Recitals -  Glenview Presbyterian Church, 1 Glenview Ave. Toronto, ON 
  
May 
Saturday, May 7th - Adult Student Recital 3 pm 
Sunday, May 15th - GTA Zone Competition 
Sunday, May 29th - Annual General Meeting 2 pm 
Friday May 2th - AGM,  time (a.m.) and location TBA 
  
July 
July 21-23 ORMTA Provincial Convention & Competitions 
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Fall General Meeting 

 

 

http://media.wix.com/ugd/2370aa_dfa661ac1aa346deb0f1cdc1809f6676.pdf
http://www.ormtactb.com/#!auditions/c1ny3
http://www.ormtactb.com/#!auditions/c1ny3
http://www.ormtactb.com/#!gtazonecompetition/c1z15
http://www.ormta.org/convention2016
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The 2015 ORMTA Young Artist: 
Johann Derecho, 
in Concert for the  

Central Toronto Branch 
by Joseph Ferretti 

 
 

If you are looking for a young performer that demon-
strates the power of focus, perhaps an ideal role mod-
el for your young budding musicians, look for the next 
concert performance featuring Johann Derecho!  From 
the moment he entered the Canadian Music Centre on 
October 18th to warm up, Johann was clearly all about 
being in the zone.   A very serious and committed 
young performer, Johann shone particularly in his per-
formances of works by the Romantic composers.  His 
Mendelssohn Song Without Words Op. 62 no. 6 com-
municated poetically and lyrically.   And, his technical 
prowess was quite unyielding in his barn burner finale, 
Liszt’s Paganini Étude no. 3, “La Campanella.”   Stu-
dents, parents and teachers alike were treated to ex-
tra performer insights via a printed question and an-
swer dialogue between Johann and ORMTA Inter-
viewer/President Avila Lotoski.   A slightly larger num-
ber of students were in attendance this year.  The ob-
vious sense of inspiration they experienced made this 
event worthwhile! 

 

  

  

 

 

Johann Derecho is a high school student from Milton, Ontario, who has just turned sixteen. He is also a young 
pianist whose life is pretty much centered around music: he is a piano accompanist and soloist at various local 
events, he plays trombone in a school band and also enjoys giving performances at local senior residences. 
However, his most beloved challenge is to participate in music festivals and piano competitions and have his 
talent acknowledged and rewarded. Johann's family is very supportive towards his love of studying piano and 
performing publicly, his father being a musician himself. At the age of five, Johann's extraordinary gift in mu-
sic became apparent: he could name notes and chords by ear after just a few sessions with his piano teacher. 
An examiner called him a prodigy at the age of seven. His progress has been steady since and Johann has 
grown into a rounded young piano virtuoso, capable of delivering strong emotions while showing extraordi-
nary technique. He is a fearless, passionate performer who gets energized and inspired by audiences. Johan-
n's ease of studying piano is outstanding: he can learn technically challenging pieces extremely fast and with 
unparalleled ease. His special talent has been recognized in competitions year after year. 
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Q and A 
 
QUESTION 
Can the President of the Central Toronto Branch send out 
e-mail notifications to the entire membership about non-
ORMTA events? 
ANSWER 
From Frank Horvat, ORMTA President: 
 
Because of the new anti-spam legislation that the federal 
government enacted a year or two ago, organizations like 
ours have had to be very careful in how we keep in touch 
with our members. On a Provincial level, we ensure that 
any emails that we send to our members has an unsub-
scribe button at the bottom. And that at least one form of 
contact info (mailing address or phone number) is in the 
footer of each email. These two things are how we’re com-
plying with the legislation. It is important that each branch 
follow the same formula when emailing branch members.  
 
There are more rules in the legislation that made Provincial 
Council change their rules in emailing members. For exam-
ple, if you want your emails to contain information on buy-
ing a third part service or product, you have to provide 
members the ability to unsubscribe to just those types of 
emails vs. info about what’s going on in the organization. 
We found this too complex, so basically you’ll notice that 
the province never has any emails where we’ll email mem-
bers about products and services from third parties. In-
stead, we ask such groups to advertise in NOTES magazine 
or sponsor some event or initiative. 
 
The rules are very specific and quite obtrusive, but we 
don’t have a choice and don’t want to get into trouble, thus 
our very careful approach. 
 
I would suggest: 

1. that members use the Central Toronto Branch fa-
cebook to post their non-branch events. 

2. using the Central Toronto Branch newsletter as 
fundraising by selling advertising for non-branch 
events and products. 

 
QUESTION 
Why do we have to vote on the minutes from a previous 
meeting?  
ANSWER 
From Avila Lotoski, ORMTA Central Toronto Branch Presi-

dent: 
This answer is not really from me. I looked it up on 
http://www.dummies.com/how-to/content/meeting-
minutes-according-to-roberts-rules.html where they say,  

“Minutes drafted ahead of time aren’t the official 
minutes until the members approve them. Because 
changes may be made in the minutes before they’re ap-
proved, it’s good practice for the secretary to note 
somewhere on the distribution copy that it’s a “draft for 
approval.” 

When minutes are approved, the secretary annotates 

the original file copy with any corrections in the margin 

or retypes the minutes to include the corrections. The 

secretary then writes “Approved” on the minutes and 

adds both his initials and the date to the record.” 

QUESTION 
I have no idea what kind of pop music to buy. I only lis-
ten to Classical music! What are kids listening to? 
ANSWER 
From Avila Lotoski: 
I’ve looked at the Billboard.com website to keep in touch 
with the pop world. They even have a Canadian Top 100 
(which, I should be clear, is not Canadian music but what 
Canadians are listening to) and other charts organized by 
artist or style. 
I had an interesting experience there once. I picked Tay-
lor Swift’s “Wildest Dreams” to listen to, which has an 
old-Hollywood style video set in Africa. I decided to look 
for a critique of the video which led me to the National 
Public Radio blog called Goats and Soda. They gave a 
stinging assessment of the video and the video’s director 
wrote an strong response. I love to have a good online 
meander every now and then!    
 
QUESTION 
I’ve registered for an ORMTA workshop hosted by an-
other branch. They’ve asked me to show my member-
ship card when I arrive. Where can I find this card? 
ANSWER 
From Frank Horvat: 
 
All ORMTA members receive a membership card as part 
of the receipt emailed to them for renewing 
their membership dues. Members are instructed to print 
the receipt, cut out along the lines and voila, they have 
a membership card. 
    continued on p. 6 

http://www.dummies.com/how-to/content/meeting-minutes-according-to-roberts-rules.html
http://www.dummies.com/how-to/content/meeting-minutes-according-to-roberts-rules.html


Intermediate Recital  
  
OUTSTANDING PERFORMANCE $75 
Elizabeth Gilerovitch - student of Julia Tchernik 
Billy Jim Canning - student of Pauline Potter 
Andrea Yeh - student of Oxana Samokhina 
Karen Lin - student of Alexandra Weiss 
  
OVERALL OUTSTANDING PERFORMANCE $100 
Benjamin Page - student of Melissa Bencic 
  
SIR ERNEST MACMILLAN SCHOLARSHIP $75      
Jamie Graham - student of Melissa Bencic 
  
NO STRINGS THEATRE SCHOLARSHIP $50 
Andrew Lowe - student of Eric Shaw 
  
STANDARD VOCAL REPERTOIRE SCHOLARSHIP $75 
Blake Crawford - student of Melissa Bencic 
  
DUET SCHOLARSHIP $120      
Polina Chernik & Karim Khakimov - students of Julia 
Tchernik 
  

 

 

Congratulations to our Scholar-
ship Winners - 
 
Junior Recital  
  
OUTSTANDING PERFORMANCE $60 
Tiffany Yang & Olivia Chan - students of Julia Tchernik 
Leela Bhide - student of Rosalind Johnson 
Veronica Schmeiser - student of Rosalind Johnson 
Eliot Cram - student of Ford Barker 
  
OVERALL OUTSTANDING PERFORMANCE $75 
Daniela Bauer - student of Melissa Bencic 
  
DUET SCHOLARSHIP $100      
Yui Hei Lai & Yui Sum Lai - students of Oxana Samokhina 
  
SIR ERNEST MACMILLAN SCHOLARSHIP $75      
Sara Ferros - student of Natasha Frid Finlay 
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Senior Recital  
  
OUTSTANDING PERFORMANCE $100 
Natallie Chow - student of Tracy Lai 
Gabrielle Chan - student of Veronika Davy 
William Vuong - student of Joseph Ferretti 
  
OVERALL OUTSTANDING PERFORMANCE $125 
Vincent Vuong - student of Joseph Ferretti 
  
ANNE SCOTT MUMFORD MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP $100 
Elizabeth Wanstall - student of Arden Broadhurst 
  
Total Scholarship Amounts Awarded 
Junior - $490.00 
Intermediate - $720.00 
Senior - $525.00 
TOTAL - $1735.00 
 

 

 

 

Above: Senior 
Scholarship 
winners. Left: 
Junior Schol-
arship win-
ners. 

THEORY SCHOLARSHIP WINNER $60.00 
 
Phillip Christoffersen (History 1, 91%) - 
student of Liz Craig  

http://www.nostringstheatre.com/
http://www.ormtactb.com/#!annescott-mumford/c1ah2
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Composition  
 
To celebrate Canada Music Week, Central To-
ronto branch held a composition master class on Friday, 
November 20, with teacher/composer (CTB member 
and ORMTA president) Frank Horvat as clinician. Lucy 
Tonoyan graciously hosted the event in her home and 
provided delicious refreshments. Five students ("tweens" 
to teens) presented their works, which ranged from pi-
ano pieces to symphonic band and orchestral composi-
tions. Some students played their works; other composi-
tions were played on the piano by teachers, or came as 
computer files. The pieces were in different stages, from 
"just begun" to finished products. Frank put everyone at 
ease and provided insightful and encouraging comments 
to help these young composers in their next steps.   
Workshop for Canada Music Week 

 

QUESTION 
I have a question regarding space rental and 
ORMTA insurance.  I am hoping to rent a new nearby 
space for an upcoming student recital and they are ask-
ing for proof of insurance---$2M 3rd party liabil-
ity insurance---naming the church as the co-insured. 
Where can I find my insurance certificate and who can I 
contact about naming the church as the co-insured? 
 
ANSWER 
From Avila Lotoski: 
When we pay our membership dues, ORMTA sends our 

insurance certificate as a PDF via e-mail.  For this year’s 

certificate, the subject line reads “ORMTA 2015-16 In-

surance Certificate with description & contact infor-

ma on ”. Members have $5M 3rd party liability insurance 

as well as $500,000.00 of Tenant’s Legal Liability insur-

ance, which covers teachers who teach outside of a 

home studio. 

Our contact at Westland Insurance Brokers is Bil Nillson. 
You can reach him at b.nillson@westland-insurance.com. 
By phone you reach the company at 1 – 800 – 899 – 3093 

 

Favourite App 
 
The Most Addicting Sheep Game. 
 
Don't be put off by the use of the word "addicting" - 
I know it is not really a word... 
 
This is a great game for keeping pulse and looking 
ahead. Your sheep has to jump on the beat over 
hurdles of varying sizes and knock over piles of 
sheep. Clever silliness on the ipad for under $2. 

 

 

mailto:b.nillson@westland-insurance.com
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Halloween Recital 

 

Central Toronto Branch held their annual Chil-
dren's Halloween Recital at the beautiful Dunfield 
Retirement Residence. This was the first oppor-
tunity for many young students to perform in 
front of an audience. This was the perfect oppor-
tunity for those shy performers as most of them 
dressed up in costumes, many played duets with 
their teacher, and there were prizes awarded for 
the best costumes! The recital started off a sur-
prise duet: Judith performed an impromptu 
spooky and exciting duet with a willing residence 
member. The residents were very appreciative of 
the event and look forward to next year! 
 
Due to popular demand this year, a second Hal-
loween recital was organized the following week 
at the Grenadier Retirement Residence. The cos-
tumes were even more fantastic, and the teach-
ers also dressed up.  
 
 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

ORMTA Executive 

President: Avila Lotoski 
ormta.ctbpres@gmail.com 
 
Vice-President, Webmaster, U of 
T Student Group Leader: Liz Craig 
lizcraig17@gmail.com 
 
Past President: Eric Shaw 
 
Secretary: Alice Dearden 
alicedearden@look.ca 
 
Treasurer: Sheila Miller 
ormta.ctbtreasurer@gmail.com 
 
Workshops: Elaine Lau  
info@elainelau.ca 
 
Directory: Mary Mexis Lumsden 
416-693-5099 
mmexis@yahoo.com 
 
Teachers in Concert: 
Denise Williams 
voicesofcolourmusic@gmail.com 
 
Auditions and Recital Coordina-
tor: Hannah Greiner 
hannah.annika@gmail.com 
 
Auditions & Recitals Assistant 
Lucy Tonoyan 
ltonoyan@rogers.com 
 
Auditions/recital (adjudicator 
liaison):  
Marjorie Beckett  416-927-0220 
 
Recitals (programs and certifi-
cates): Judith DeHaney 
judithdehaney@gmail.com  
 
Publicity: Joe Ferretti  
joeferretti1@yahoo.com 
 
Newsletter: Anita Beaty 
anitabeaty@gmail.com 

  

  

  

 

http://www.ormtactb.com 
Visit often for lots of infor-
mation about our branch 

activities. 

Teachers in Concert! 
Featuring Teaching Artists and Select Scholarship Winners 
 

CALLING ALL SCHOLARSHIP WINNERS 
 
If any of your students are Fall Scholarship Winners (Junior, Intermediate, or Senior) and would like to per-
form their winning selection at Teachers in Concert, please contact Denise Williams 
at denise@voicesofcolourmusic.com. 
 

VOLUNTEER 
 
Tiny time commitment and fun & easy tasks are available; good times guaranteed!  
 
Please contact Denise Williams at denise@voicesofcolourmusic.com.  
 

MUSIC SHOPPING 
 
Do some spring cleaning: donate your extra sheet music at the door.  
Tell your students they can find some affordable treasures! 
 

TICKETS & DONATIONS  
 
Buy tickets for yourself and a friend. 
Make a donation. 
Invite all of your students and future students. 
Gift a pair of tickets to one of your hard-working students. 
  
Purchase tickets and make a donation online:  

http://ormta-ctb-teachersinconcert.eventbrite.com 

mailto:lizcraig17@gmail.com
mailto:lizcraig17@gmail.com
mailto:lizcraig17@gmail.com
mailto:ormta.ctbtreasurer@gmail.com
mailto:mmexis@yahoo.com
tel:416-927-0220
mailto:denise@voicesofcolourmusic.com
mailto:denise@voicesofcolourmusic.com
http://ormta-ctb-teachersinconcert.eventbrite.com/

